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Dear Colleagues,

It �s our great pleasure to welcome you to the 9th ELT
Conference, hosted by Antalya B�l�m Un�vers�ty School of
Fore�gn Languages at Ramada Hotel Antalya C�ty Centre on
May 10th, 2025. W�th the theme “What’s Our Next Move?
Insp�r�ng M�nds & Creat�ng Last�ng Impact �n ELT” th�s year’s
conference �nv�tes us to pause, reflect, and re�mag�ne the
future of language educat�on.

Effect�ve teach�ng �s an ever-evolv�ng craft. It challenges us
to understand our learners deeply, to des�gn lessons that
mot�vate and engage, and to respond w�th creat�v�ty and care.
Th�s conference offers a space to explore new perspect�ves,
share exper�ences, and grow together as a commun�ty of
pass�onate educators.

We extend our warmest thanks to all presenters, part�c�pants,
and sponsors who have helped br�ng th�s event to l�fe. We
hope today’s sess�ons spark fresh �deas and last�ng
connect�ons that enr�ch your teach�ng journey.

Best regards,

FOREWORD



CONFERENCE AGENDA

12:45 - 13:15 Reg�strat�on

13:15 - 13:30
 Rector Prof. Dr. Sem�h Ekerc�n

Open�ng Remarks

13:30 - 14:30
Ber�l Ayman Yücel

Teach�ng w�th Heart and Tech: Nurtur�ng SEL 
�n the Age of AI

14:30 - 14:45 Coffee Break

14:45 - 15:45
Steven J Ogden

Mak�ng Learn�ng Memorable Us�ng Whole-Bra�n
Teach�ng Approaches

15:45 - 16:00 Coffee Break

16:00 - 17:00
İlkem Kay�can D�pc�n

Beyond AI: Teachers as Arch�tects of Mean�ngful
Learn�ng �n ELT

17:05 - 17:30 Raffle

17:30 - 17:45 Clos�ng Remarks



Ber�l Ayman Yücel has been an ELT profess�onal for 34 years, work�ng as an
�nstructor, teacher tra�ner, textbook wr�ter, and adm�n�strator. She holds a
B.A. �n ELT and an MSc �n Educat�onal Sc�ences from M�ddle East Techn�cal
Un�vers�ty. Over the span of 26 years, she contr�buted s�gn�f�cantly at the
un�vers�ty level.  She also served as the Fore�gn Languages D�rector at the
Turk�sh Educat�on Assoc�at�on (TED) Headquarters and worked w�th K-12
schools located �n d�fferent c�t�es �n Türk�ye.  Now a freelance ELT
consultant and tra�ner, she co-coord�nates TESOL Türk�ye’s Teacher
Educat�on & Development SIG. Ber�l has led numerous teacher tra�n�ng
projects, presented at conferences, and publ�shed art�cles and book
chapters.

Abstract:
Teach�ng w�th Heart and Tech: Nurtur�ng SEL �n the Age of AI
As art�f�c�al �ntell�gence becomes �ncreas�ngly �ntegrated �nto language
educat�on, teachers are presented w�th powerful tools that can personal�ze
learn�ng, automate feedback, and support student progress. However,
am�dst th�s technolog�cal advancement, �t �s �mportant to remember the
human and emot�onal aspects of educat�on. Th�s sess�on �nv�tes educators
to explore how Soc�al-Emot�onal Learn�ng (SEL) can be harmon�ously
�ntegrated w�th AI-powered tools to create more mean�ngful,
compass�onate, and connected language learn�ng exper�ences.
We w�ll exam�ne the essent�al role of SEL �n develop�ng emot�onally
�ntell�gent, res�l�ent, and empathet�c learners who can handle not only the
mechan�cs of language but also the complex�t�es of commun�cat�on �n a
d�g�tal age through pract�cal strateg�es and act�v�t�es. Part�c�pants w�ll leave
w�th �ns�ghts �nto des�gn�ng lessons that embrace both heart and tech—
ensur�ng that the�r students not only become prof�c�ent language users but
also emot�onally grounded �nd�v�duals capable of engag�ng thoughtfully and
respons�bly �n a world that �s chang�ng rap�dly. 

BERİL AYMAN YÜCEL



I’m a teacher, teacher educator, consultant, wr�ter and publ�sher w�th an
�nsat�able appet�te for personal and profess�onal growth. For more than 25
years, I have been very fortunate to have l�ved and worked �n some amaz�ng
places! In th�s t�me, I have held a var�ety of academ�c roles (teacher,
coord�nator, tra�ner) at �nst�tut�ons across the M�ddle East, Japan, Sr� Lanka,
the UK and Turkey. For the last f�fteen years, I have worked �n ELT
publ�sh�ng as an exam�nat�on’s wr�ter, teacher educator, sales manager and
academ�c d�rector. I currently manage var�ous publ�sh�ng projects and wr�te
course mater�als and resources for some of the lead�ng ELT publ�shers. I
also work part-t�me as a tra�n�ng consultant for a global petrochem�cal
company. When t�me perm�ts, I run bespoke tra�n�ng courses for K-12
teachers nat�onally and �nternat�onally.

Abstract:
Mak�ng Learn�ng Memorable Us�ng Whole-Bra�n Teach�ng Approaches

Th�s pract�cal sess�on a�ms to explore some of the latest sc�ent�f�c research
regard�ng how the bra�n learns best and retent�on of new �nformat�on
happens �n order for us to exam�ne how we can �ncorporate s�mple tasks
�nto our teach�ng that �ncrease engagement and make learn�ng more
memorable. At the heart of th�s sess�on are a ser�es of hands-on, �nteract�ve
story-based act�v�t�es wh�ch a�m to demonstrate ways we can create a h�ghly
energet�c learn�ng exper�ence us�ng pr�nc�ples based around soc�al-
emot�onal learn�ng and neurosc�ence. These act�v�t�es help prov�de the
context for d�scuss�on and reflect�on and a then a spr�ngboard �nto a var�ety
of fun, qu�ck-f�re ‘blast’ type techn�ques that you can use and adapt
(hopefully!) yourselves from Monday morn�ng onwards. Very much look�ng
forward to see�ng you there!  

STEVEN J. OGDEN



Ilkem Kay�can D�pc�n �s an award-w�nn�ng educator and the rec�p�ent of the
2023 EAQUALS Teacher of the Year Award. W�th over 15 years of
exper�ence �n educat�on, she currently serves as an EAP Instructor at
Sabanc� Un�vers�ty, where she spec�al�zes �n develop�ng �nnovat�ve teach�ng
methodolog�es and profess�onal development programs. Her expert�se
encompasses curr�culum development, wr�t�ng center management, and the
strateg�c �ntegrat�on of AI �n educat�on. As a key member of Sabanc�
Un�vers�ty's Profess�onal Development Team, Ilkem works as a cross-sector
AI strateg�st, des�gn�ng and del�ver�ng tra�n�ng programs that help educators
nav�gate the �ntersect�on of trad�t�onal teach�ng methods and emerg�ng
technolog�es. She has completed spec�al�zed AI-focused programs,
�nclud�ng Stanford's Eth�cs, Technology, and Publ�c Pol�cy course and
Cambr�dge Un�vers�ty's AI-Powered Learn�ng Sc�ence Bootcamp. Ilkem has
led numerous workshops �nternat�onally, �nclud�ng sess�ons on AI
�ntegrat�on �n educat�on at Bogaz�c� Un�vers�ty, Un�vers�ty of Naples, and
Zur�ch Un�vers�ty of Appl�ed Sc�ences. Her current research focuses on
cr�t�cal d�g�tal l�teracy, generat�ve AI l�teracy �n educat�on, and creat�ng
eth�cal frameworks for technology �ntegrat�on �n language teach�ng. Ilkem
has a major �n Engl�sh Language and L�terature and holds a master’s degree
�n Cultural Stud�es, she has completed spec�al�zed tra�n�ng �n teach�ng
methodolog�es from lead�ng �nst�tut�ons.

Abstract:
Beyond AI: Teachers as Arch�tects of Mean�ngful Learn�ng �n ELT

As AI transforms educat�on, Engl�sh language teachers face a fundamental
quest�on: What's our next move? When AI can generate essays, prov�de
translat�ons, and s�mulate conversat�ons, what rema�ns d�st�nctly human �n
teach�ng and learn�ng?

İLKEM KAYICAN DİPCİN



Th�s talk exam�nes how educators m�ght recons�der the�r role—sh�ft�ng from
content del�very to des�gn�ng learn�ng exper�ences that AI cannot repl�cate.
Draw�ng on cogn�t�ve sc�ence, language acqu�s�t�on research, and
educat�onal technology, we w�ll explore:

·      The �mportance of engagement, struggle, and soc�al �nteract�on �n deep
learn�ng
·      Ways to use AI as a th�nk�ng partner rather than an answer mach�ne
·      Pract�cal strateg�es for creat�ng �nteract�ve, human-centered learn�ng
act�v�t�es
·      Assessment approaches that move beyond AI-generated content

Through examples and classroom appl�cat�ons, th�s sess�on offers educators
strateg�es to work w�th AI wh�le preserv�ng what's essent�al to language
teach�ng: cr�t�cal th�nk�ng, creat�v�ty, and human connect�on.



IMPORTANT INFORMATION

Reg�strat�on 
Please take your badges from the reg�strat�on desk before you
proceed to the conference hall.

Help and Ass�stance
ABU Staff w�ll be ava�lable to ass�st you throughout the organ�zat�on.

Cater�ng
Tea, coffee and l�ght snacks w�ll be served dur�ng the breaks
outs�de the conference hall.

Cert�f�cates of Part�c�pat�on
All conference part�c�pants w�ll be g�ven a cert�f�cate of attendance
at the end of the day.

Feedback Forms
We would really be pleased to rece�ve your �nvaluable feedback.
Please scan the QR Code on the screen at the end of the
conference to access the conference feedback form.

For further quest�ons, please send an e-ma�l to
elt.events@antalya.edu.tr 

mailto:elt.events@antalya.edu.tr
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