POLS 104/154 – MODERN WORLD HISTORY

Dr. Guldeniz Kibris–Atabay
guldeniz.atabay@antalya.edu.tr
Office Hour: online by appointment

Course description:

This course offers an exploration of world history from ancient civilizations to contemporary times. Through a multidisciplinary approach, students will examine key historical events, themes and developments that have shaped human societies across different time periods. Topics covered include the rise and fall of ancient civilizations, the emergence of empires and states, the spread of religions and ideologies, the age of exploration and colonization, he impact of industrialization and globalization and the challenges of the modern era. Through a critical examination of primary and secondary sources, students will gain insight into diverse historical perspectives and interpretations. Furthermore, the course will encourage students to critically analyze historical processes, evaluate historical evidence, and develop their analytical and writing skills. 

Course Requirements:
The final evaluation will be determined by the following 2 components
1-Midterm exam
2-Final exam
[bookmark: _GoBack]3-In-class activities 

Course readings:
Will be available on LMS

Course Schedule
Week 1 (Febr. 12-16) Introduction: Sources and Methods, Neolithic Revolution and early civilizations
Documentary: Guns, Germs and Steel, episode I

Week 2 (Febr 19-23) European Reconnaissance: Geographic Explorations
Jared Diamond, “Collision at Cajamarca,” in Guns, Germs and Steel.
Documentary: Guns, Germs and Steel, episode II

Week 3 (Febr 26-March 1) Renaissance, Reformation
Machiavelli, “the Prince.” 
Alberti, “Book of the Family.”  

Week 4  (March 4-8) Scientific Revolution, Enlightenment 
Galilei, “Letter to the Grand Duchess.”  
Rousseau, “The Social Contract.” 

Week 5 French Revolution (March 11-15)
 “Declaration of the Rights of Man.”   
“Declaration of the Rights of Woman.” 
“Petition of the Jews of Paris.” 

Week 6 (March 18-22) Industrial Revolution and Its Critics  
Malthus, “On the Principle of Population.” 
“Report on Child Labor.” 
Engels, “The Conditions of the Working Class.”  
Henry Mayhew, “Prostitution in Victorian England.” 

Week 7 (March 25-29) Imperialism, Colonization, Racism 
.
Chamberlain, “Colonial Commerce and the White Man’s Burden.” 
Edmund Morel, “The Black Man’s Burden.”   
Edouard Drumont, “Jewish France.”
Documentary: Guns, Germs and Steel, episode III

Week 8 (Apr. 1-5) Orientalism and Critics
Edward Said, “Orientalism,” in Hall

Week 9 WWI (Apr. 8-12) 
Heinrich von Treitschke, “The Greatness of War” 
Selected poems
David E. Ingersoll, Richard K. Matthews and Andrew Davison, “Fascism,” The Philosophical Roots of Modern Ideology: Liberalism, Communism, Fascism, Islamism.
Max Cohen, “I was one of the unemployed.” 

Week 10 (Apr. 15-19) Dictatorships and WWII
“The Indoctrination of the German Soldier.”	
Hannah Arendt, “Sanık,” Kötülüğün Sıradanlığı (Banality of Evil).

Week 11 (Apr. 22-26) – NO CLASS - Apr. 23-Official Holiday

Week 12 (Apr. 29-May 3) Cold War
Simone de Beauvoir, “The Second Sex.” 
Bob Dylan Songs.
“How to Spot A Communist.” 
Francis Fukuyama, “The End of History?” 
 
Week 13 (May 6-10) Post-Cold War Trends and Countertrends  
Samuel P. Huntington, “The Clash of Civilizations?”, Taking Sides: Clashing Views on Controversial Issues in World Politics

Week 14 (May 13-17): Last Day of Classes – Wrapping Up

